
Hisboxkites,likethisonefrom1893,
wereabletoliftapersonoffthe
ground.

Learn more lessons from Hargrave in
Dan Ward’s new book LIFT!

www.thedanward.com/LIFT

LawrenceHargravepublishedhis
Notesonflying-machinesinthe
JournalandProceedingsoftheRoyal
SocietyofNewSouthWalesin1885

Manyofhispapersandnotesare
maintainedattheLawrence
HargraveCenterandother
museums&universitiesaround
theworld.

High praise from Octave Chanute:

“If there be one man, more than
another, who deserves to succeed in
flying through the air, that man is
Mr. Laurence Hargrave, of Sydney,
New South Wales”

Chanutewrote:Hehasnow
constructedwithhisownhandsnoless
than18flyingmachinesofincreasingsize,
allofwhichfly…andhepublishesfrom
timetotimefullaccountsofthem,in
orderthatamutualinterchangeofideas
maytakeplacewithotherinventors
workinginthesamefield,soasto
expeditejointprogress…Thusfar,13such
papershavebeenpublished…

Thuswithsmall,light,simple,and
inexpensivemodelsmanyexperiments
weremade,andgreatadvancerealizedin
thedistanceflownoveranyprevious
experimentsofothers.

Hargrave’s Rubber Band 

Powered Model (1889)

Chanute praised Hargrave’s use of 
the “‘cut and try’ principle –a 
method doubtless the most 
thorough, the surest, and the most 
convincing, but also the most 
tedious.” 

Lawrence Hargrave
1850-1915

Hargravedidexperimentswith
kitestodeterminewhichshapes
producedthemostlift.


